
WJEC 2017 Online Exam Review

GCE ISLAM 2120UB

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 74 10 2.9 15 66.9 41.1
1B 74 10.1 3.3 15 67.4 41.1
2A 106 10.9 2.7 15 72.6 58.9
2B 106 10.2 3.1 15 68.1 58.9
3A 60 9.9 2.5 15 66 33.3
3B 60 9.8 3 15 65.3 33.3
4A 67 9 3.5 15 59.9 37.2
4B 67 9.4 2.8 15 62.8 37.2
5A 51 9.7 2.8 15 64.7 28.3
5B 51 9.6 3.4 15 64.3 28.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points   should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content.   
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0        No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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4.  (a) Examine the meaning of various practices associated with Hajj in Islam. 
   [AO1 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


 
Candidates may begin with some background information on the Hajj e.g. Hajj 
is derived from a word meaning ‘circle’ and refers to the practice of going 
around the stone known as tawaf. 
 
An explanation of some of the key practices during Hajj is expected but the 
following is a full list and not all is expected in the time available. 


 


 Pilgrims long to touch or kiss the famous black stone (hajar al-aswad) . It 
is believed that Hagar and Ishmael (Abraham’s wife and son) are buried 
under the northwest wall.  


 Every Muslim must be in a state of ihram, that is, to be pure and clean 
before God. To symbolise this, white clothing is worn. The two simple 
white sheets symbolize, not only purity, but also modesty, equality, and 
obedience.  


 On day two the pilgrims enter the great mosque and perform seven 
circumambulations of the ka’ba. This represents the centrality of God in 
their lives.  


 Then, following this, sai (or ‘sa’y’,exertion) is performed by walking 
between the two hills of al-Safa and al-Marwa. This emulates the trials 
and tribulations of Hagar in searching for water for herself and her son 
Ishmael. 


 At the end of sai, pilgrims take some of the zamzam water (a spring that 
God cause to miraculously appear), which has suggested healing 
properties.  


 At Mina is practised wuquf, which means ‘standing’, and represents a 
believer standing before his or her Creator and asking for forgiveness.  


 In the valley of Mina there occurs the ‘stoning of Satan’. It commemorates 
Abraham rejecting Satan’s suggestion that he should save his son instead 
of follow the command of God. A pilgrim is encouraged to sacrifice a 
sheep, goat or camel just as Abraham did.  


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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4. (b) ‘Hajj has more meaning for the individual than the community.’ 
  
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  
 


 


 Several significant features give meaning for the Muslim community 
(ummah).  
1. The significance of ihram is not just one of purity but also due to the 


simple white clothing also conveys the message of equality and is for 
the whole community. 


2. The celebrations of Id ul Adha unite the pilgrims as a microcosmic 
ummah and so it is for the whole community. 


3. Id ul Adha is celebrated by all Muslims worldwide (the macrocosmic 
ummah) and so it is for the whole community. 


4. Id ul Adha is a public holiday in Muslim countries and so it is for the 
whole community. 


5. Self-sacrifice and giving is encouraged which is obviously evidence 
that suggests it has meaning for the whole community. 


6. The wider ummah is appreciated through splitting the meat from the 
sacrifice into thirds for family, friends and the poor and so it is for the 
whole community. 


7. It is also obligatory to give money to charity to be used to help poor 
people buy new clothes and food so they too can celebrate Id and so 
it is for the whole community. 


 In many ways it is the most important personal journey. 
1. It is classed as above and beyond anything in comparison to other 


religious experiences a Muslim may have. 
2. Indeed, the once-in-a-lifetime experience cannot be duplicated.  
3. It is of great personal devotional value and one through which a 


Muslim can become closer to Allah and therefore has more meaning 
for the individual. 


4. Although done in unity, it must be remembered that the Hajj is 
essentially a personal religious journey. 


5. It could be argued that it is better seen as one of religious and spiritual 
development for the individual who ultimately benefits the most. 
 


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

A good introduction that identifies the first and most important aspect of the Shahadah. SPaG could be improved.



 

Sticky Note

Good expansion of the 'principle of faith' and exemplified by reference to conversion with the emphasis on Tawhid.



 

Sticky Note

Good use of scholar Turner to back up the link between Tawhid and Shahada.



 

Sticky Note

An excellent link to prayer and submission illustrating the importance of Shahadah and directly answering the question.







 

Sticky Note

Accurate description of the second part of the Shahadah that 'bears witness' to the claim made in the first part but at the same time makes it absolutely clear that Muhammad is in no way equivalent to Allah.



 

Sticky Note

Overall in time available, a fairly comprehensive answer. It  may not be perfect or fully comprehensive but  it does detail the most significant reasons why the Shahadah is important for Muslims.  Band 5 13 marks 



 

Sticky Note

A common reason as to the importance of 'bearing witness' to others.



 

Sticky Note

An interesting and valid counter-argument that could be developed i.e. just between oneself and God.







 

Sticky Note

Cleverly done. Perhaps public declaration does affect the purity of the focus? Good point.



 

Sticky Note

Another good point by using the above line of reasoning and turning it on its head, although the same criticism could apply to this response.



 

Sticky Note

This is very much a ping-pong answer with three main lines of reasoning. Much more could have been stated but the candidate does express the arguments clearly and effectively. Band 4 12 marks.
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AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points   should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content.   
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0        No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Option B: An Introduction to the Study of Islam 
 


MARK SCHEME 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1.  (a) Explain the importance of the shahadah for Islam. [AO1 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


 The shahadah is: “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the 
messenger of Allah.” It is derived from the term ‘ash-shadu’ (“I declare” or 
“I bear witness”) and literally means witness, evidence or testimony.  


 Shahadah is the ultimate declaration of faith for Islam but it is more than a 
creed or statement of belief.  


 The first part affirms the Islamic concept of tawhid because it includes the 
statement that Allah has no equals. Shahadah is not just a matter of 
personal belief, but rather a public testimony of truth and a Muslim duty, to 
declare it.  


 The shahadah is a means of recognising conversion but it is also vital that 
this state of mind be maintained and a disciplined approach to life follow 
from it. When converts repeat this statement twice with sincerity then they 
belong to Islam. 


 The shahadah is returned to and ‘renewed’ daily by Muslims. It is for 
Muslims a reflection of eternal fact and not simply a ‘belief’. It is whispered 
to a newborn child at birth, it is recited to the dying, and it has a key role in 
both prayer and worship. 


 Shahadah brings together all the other four Pillars and is the basis for all 
articles of faith in Islam. The shahadah is there as a constant reminder of 
the oneness of God, the crucial role of Muhammad as ‘seal’ of the 
prophets but most importantly to facilitate God-consciousness.  


 The shahadah puts Allah above all. God is first in one’s life as a Muslim. A 
constant, mindful awareness of this in every aspect and action of daily life 
is the goal of every Muslim devotee. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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1. (b) ‘Public declaration of the shahadah is more important than the private faith it 
represents.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 


 The shahadah is the basis of Muslim faith and a ‘declaration’, a statement 
made that clarifies one’s faith in public and, for a Muslim, declares an 
essential truth. The question then arises, is it more to do with private 
thoughts, intentions and belief, or, it is more to do with making a 
statement for the benefit of others? 


 One line of argument is that the shahadah is indeed a statement made 
that underlines the importance of personal faith. For an individual Muslim 
it reminds them that they should put Allah above all. Allah is first in one’s 
life as a Muslim not just in religious matters but for all aspects of life. A 
constant, mindful awareness of Allah’s unique and ultimate status in every 
aspect and action of daily life is the goal of every Muslim devotee.  


 In supporting of this line of argument, the shahadah is integrated within 
personal aspects of a Muslim life, notably on landmark occasions e.g. 
recited at birth, recited to those nearing death. It indicates a doorway or 
entrance for access to Muslim faith and to Allah. 


 However, the area of conversion, is where the dual nature of the 
shahadah is revealed. Technically, to be recognised by the ummah as 
Muslim one needs to bear witness in front of either two witnesses or the 
Imam. In this sense, one could argue it is more a public statement of faith. 
It is, in essence, an action. 


 In addition, the notion of ‘bearing witness’ has parallels with Arabic legal 
practices involving witnesses to establish the truth. This legal parallel 
once again suggests the importance of affirmation of the shahadah as a 
public confirmation of this. 


 It could be argued that the shahadah tends to have both a dual nature 
and purpose as both private and public for different reasons.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


  












4. (a)	 Examine	the	meaning	of	various	practices	associated	with	Hajj	in	Islam. [15]


 (b)	 ‘Hajj	has	more	meaning	for	the	individual	than	the	community.’
Evaluate	this	view.	 [15]








 

Sticky Note

An introduction that could have added that the act of Hajj itself has meaning i.e. obedience / submission. An opportunity missed - introductions need to be relevant to the question set and not just a statement.



 

Sticky Note

Good, basic examples but they are not really explained in relation to the broader context of Hajj.



 

Sticky Note

Two 'acts' are described very briefly and then very vaguely explained as 'remembrance of Allah'. This is not really specific enough.



 

Sticky Note

A statement to finish that is not supported at all with any evidence or example.



 

Sticky Note

Overall, a superficial, outline answer worth Band 2 6 marks - not quite 'satisfactory', more limited knowledge and understanding







 

Sticky Note

Not the most coherent argument, although the gist of it is that it can be important to both individual and community for 'empathy' purposes. The point about the prophet's followers is a little confusing.



 

Sticky Note

The problem with this answer is that it does not see beyond the simple individual-community divide. Can individual spirituality be enhanced by community cohesion and unity?



 

Sticky Note

Once again two good points are made but the individual-community simple divide is maintained.



 

Sticky Note

A conclusion not really linked to what has gone before it and is stated rather than justified.



 

Sticky Note

Overall, a satisfactory effort at answering the question, but  a little more reasoning and development beyond the 'Hajj is... but/however... I think' formula would have improved it. More reflection on how individual and community may link and support each other rather than oppose each other would also help develop the response. Band 3 9 marks - satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 
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1. (a)	 Explain	the	importance	of	the	shahadah	for	Islam.	 [15]


(b) ‘Public declaration of the shahadah is more important than the private faith it represents.’
Evaluate	this	view.	 [15]








 

Sticky Note

The introduction does not make a link to the question. The act of Hajj itself does have meaning and significance for both the individual Muslim and the ummah. 



 

Sticky Note

A very simple reasons for the practice of Hajj overall.



 

Sticky Note

'what Allah did'??



 

Sticky Note

The first relevant 'hit' in relation to the question but could be expanded.



 

Sticky Note

Nothing about Abraham/Ibrahim.



 

Sticky Note

A simple point of obedience repeated and irrelevant material about the Qur'an.



 

Sticky Note

what 'practices'???



 

Sticky Note

Overall, very poor an just scrapes into Band 2 (4 marks).



 

Sticky Note

Band 2  4 marks  -  limited  knowledge and understanding of religion and belief here. A basic response.







 

Sticky Note

Good point but 'how' in relation to what they do?



 

Sticky Note

There is something here but not clearly stated or argued. Does 'tourist' mean greater community importance? 



 

Sticky Note

A very basic point.



 

Sticky Note

Weak conclusion linked to weak points above. NOT enough for Band 3. Band 2 (6 marks).



 

Sticky Note

Weak conclusion linked to weak points above. NOT enough for Band 3. Band 2 6 marks . Some valid analysis with inconsistent evaluation of the issue.











